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You Will Learn t:o:
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Judge all Grains
Select Good Seed
Build Up the Soil
Study Market Demand
Aid in Increasing Yields
Practice Disease Control
Harvest at Correct Time
Conserve through Proper Storage
Demonstrate with Fellow Workers

Prepared by State 4-H Club Office
Extension Service
South Dakota State College
Brookings, S. D.
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Raise Crops, the Basis of Food and Feed
4-H Crops Project
Crop production is a science in which after a
crop is harvested the soil should be left in a better
condition than when planted. This means conserve the soil.
Although the raising of crops is the oldest
form of farming it is a changing phase of agriculture. A vast amount of work is being done in
the field of agronomy to breed new varieties of
crops that are hardier, produce higher yields and
are more resistant to drought, disease and insects.

For Sale and Profit
Members enrolled in a 4-H crops club may
obtain an income from sale and use of the seed,
forage and grain produced. There is usually a
demand for good seed, and it can be sold in your
community to persons who buy seed almost
every spnng.
A know ledge of seed selection, harvesting of
the forage and grain may also be gained.

Market Wisery
Today crops are marketed by varieties and
grades and the price received is based on these
factors.

Members of 4-H clubs are interested in producing crops for which there is a suitable demand. This can be done by studying the outlook
of all crops adapted to the community.
The marketing of grain for feed and seed
purposes is an important factor in raising the
income of the project. Harvesting and storing
also governs the price paid for seed and grains.

What to Raise
The crops to raise are those that can be fed
or sold. Such crops are wheat, oats, corn, sorghum, crested wheat grass, flax, barley, alfalfa,
sweet clover and potatoes. The crop should be
adapted to local conditions.

diseases that can be prevented by treatment. A
practice of good tillage methods, care and management of crops are just as important as the use
of good seed.

Later Development
After the first year enlarge the acreage of
the crop raised the previous year or start with
another crop. Use the field where the previous
crop was raised for the new one. Develop a crop
rotation system on the field used for the 4-H
project. Be a student of your project and "Learn
to do by Doing."

Special Exhibits
Planting a Crop
A 4-H member may start with a project of
one or more acres of an adapted crop. Not only
should the crop be suited to the community but
care should be taken in the selection of the variety. This information can be secured from the
results of demonstration trials that have been
made under the auspices of the County Crop
Improvement Association.
It is also important to secure vigorous, clean
seed and treat the seed before planting for those

Each year the State Crop Show is held in
November. All worthy exhibits may be entered
in the 4-H club division of this show. One should
always try to be an exhibitor.
Qualified exhibits at the State Crop Show are
then sent to the International Hay and Grain
Show in Chicago which is a part of the International Livestock Exposition. Every year a crops
judging team and a crops club member represent the boys of this project at the National Club
Congress in Chicago.

·.Use a Crop Adapted to Your Community in Your Club Project

Thinking of a4-H Club? Here's the Story
How a Club is Organized

Activities

A 4-H club is usually organized at a meeting of the
members, their parents, and the leaders of the community. The club consists of five or more members and
an adult local leader. Each member fills out an application card which must be approved by on:e of the parents
and forwarded to the county agent. Members of the
club elect their own officers, usually a president, vice
president, secretary-treasurer and reporter. The county
agent wi~l give all possible help to local groups wishing
to organize a 4-H club. Enrollments for first year clubs
must reach the State 4-H Club office in Brookings by
May 31; for reorganized clubs by January 31.

Each club decides for itself what activities to include
in the program. Every club should develop at least one
demonstration team. Nearly all clubs do some judging
at their meetings or at special judging schools or tours.
Members who have their project work up to date have
the privilege of attending summer camp. Throughout
the year, 4-H members may work on conservation,
electrification, home beautification, accident prevention,
photography and many other activities. The wise member limits his program of activities to those things which
he can really accomplish.

Exhibits
Who May Join
Membership in a 4-H club is open to any boy or girl
who is at least 10 years of age by Tune 1 and who has not
passed his twentieth birthday on January 1 of the current year. New members may be added to the club at
any time up to the closing date for enrollment. Those
in towns may join the club if they have facilities for
carrying on the project.

Program for the Year
Soon after the club is organized and officers elected,
the members draw up a program of work for the year.
This includes topics and demonstrations for each meeting. Meetings are usually held once a month, oftener if
necessary. Each member copies the complete program
into his program and record book and keeps a complete
record of each meeting. A number of activities may be
included in the program for the year. Music and health
should always be included.

Literature Furnished
Record books and other necessary circulars are
furnished for each member. These include the latest
available bulletins relating to the project. Record books
are supplied just as soon as the enrollment is sent to the
State 4-H Club office. The leader is supplied with a
sample of each bulletin available and he may request
such of these as are necessary for the members. Literature for activities outside of the project itself are supplied insofar as possible.

Exhibiting the finished product at an achievement
day or fair is one of the things expected of every member. Even though not entered in competition, the
products should be shown so that the community may
see the results; Usually at achievement days the very
best exhibits are selected for state or interstate and possibly national participation. The quality of the exhibit
has a bearing on the projec~ achievement.

Report for the Year
A detailed report of finances and activities is called
for on October 1 so individual progress for the year may
be noted and summaries made for the club, county and
state. These reports are considered when determining
winners of county, state and interstate events.

Recognition
Achievement certificates are presented at the close
of the year to each member completing the project.
Those who have consistently good achievement records
over a period of years are in line for special recognition
including gold medals for county winners, a trip to the
National Club Congress for the state winner and college
scholarships for national winners. These and other
forms of recognition come tc those whc de their very
best.
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Your County Agent Will Help You.Ask Him Now

